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South Salem Seniors, Inc.  
Newsletter 

 July is a time when we celebrate independence—both as a nation and in our own lives. As we reflect on 
the freedoms we are blessed to enjoy in this great country, we are also reminded of the importance of          
maintaining our personal independence as we age, and the deep value of the community that supports us along 
the way. Independence is at the heart of the American spirit. It represents courage, determination, and the belief 
that each of us has the right to live with dignity and purpose. That same spirit lives within us today, guiding us 
as we continue to make our own choices, stay active, and live life on our own terms. 
 While the years may bring changes, they also bring wisdom, resilience, and a deep appreciation for the 
freedoms we sometimes take for granted. We honor those who came before us—those who worked, sacrificed, 
and served—so that we might enjoy the lives we live today. 
At the same time, independence does not mean standing alone. One of the greatest strengths of our nation and 
our center is community. Here at South Salem Seniors, Inc., we see every day how friendships, shared          
experiences, volunteering, and simple acts of kindness strengthen us all. Together, we create a place where   
independence and connection go hand in hand. 
 As we celebrate this month, let us take a moment to feel gratitude: for our country, for our family, for 
our friends, and for one another. May we continue to live with pride, purpose, and appreciation for the journey 
we share. 
 Election Ballots will be mailed separately mid July. Included in the newsletter is the candidate summary  
for members on the ballot.  Election to be finalized at the August 19 Membership Meeting and conclude with 
the installation of the new Officers and Directors.  Members need to be present to confirm and accept. 

 
With gratitude and warm wishes,  Sylvia Machado  President 

SIGN UP FOR OUR UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS   TIME 
250th Celebration —  All day at SSS Thr July 2 10am to 2 pm 
Independence Day Holiday – SSS Closed Fri July 3 
Board Meeting Wed July 8   10:30 
Birthday Celebration Wed July 15   10:30 
Medicaid Long Term Care Wed Jull 22 10 am to Noon 
 Membership Meeting Wed Aug 19   10:30 
Long Term Ombudsman                                       Wed Aug l9      1:00 to 2:00  pm 
Navigating Social Changes in Aging & Health    Fri Aug 21     1:00 to 2:00 pm 
AARP Fraud Prevention & Financial Safety        Wed Sept 16 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
Brain Health                                                          Wed Oct 21 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
Veterans Appreciation Lunch                                Tue Nov 10 11:30 to 1:00 pm 
Birthday Celebration Wed Nov 18   10:30 
Getting Around Without Driving      Wed Nov 18 11:30 to 12:30 pm 
Holiday Celebration Party                                     (TBA) Dec 

South Salem Seniors New Operating Hours: 
 

Effective Wednesday July 1, 2026  our hours of operation will be 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, M—F 
 

We do not have sufficient volunteer coverage to maintain our previous hours of operation.  These 
hours will remain in effect through July and August, after which we will evaluate their effectiveness 

and determine  our next steps. 
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MEET OUR VOLUNTEER  MEMBER – CHARLIE MUSGRAVE 

 
 Some people seem to know how to fix almost anything, and at South Salem Seniors, Inc.,  
Charlie Musgrave is one of those people. Whether he is repairing equipment for resale, taking apart  
machines for recycling or helping move heavy items, Charlie is one of the dependable “behind-the-scenes” 
volunteers who helps keep things running smoothly around the Center. 
 
 Charlie was born and raised on a farm in Wichita Falls, Texas, where he learned at an early age the 
value of hard work and how to fix just about anything that needed attention. As a young man he worked as an 
unpaid volunteer for Union Gospel, gaining even more practical experience before joining the Marine Corps 
at age 18.  During his four years in the Marines, Charlie was responsible for maintaining vital aviation parts 
that helped keep pilots safe. He also spent a memorable 14-month tour of duty in Japan. Charlie later spent 20 
years working as a structural steel worker in downtown Los Angeles, helping build high-rise buildings that 
became part of the city skyline. He then worked another 10 years as a building inspector. 
 
 After retiring in 1997, Charlie and Sue embraced adventure. For ten years they traveled the country in 
a 38-foot diesel motorhome, putting an amazing 205,000 miles on it with almost no mechanical problems 
thanks largely to Charlie handling all of the maintenance himself. During those years they did not even own a 
car. Instead, they traveled everywhere on their Harley-Davidson motorcycle, with Sue  
actively participating in every ride from the back seat. 
 
 One accomplishment Charlie is especially proud of is receiving his 400,000 Mile Club pin from the  
Harley-Davidson organization — an honor recognizing both the adventurous spirit of Harley-Davidson riders 
and the dedication of riders like Charlie and Sue. 
 
 Charlie joined the Center in 2017 because he was looking for a meaningful way to help the South   
Salem Senior community. Since then, he has become one of those invaluable volunteers who quietly step in 
wherever help is needed. His willingness to tackle difficult jobs, repair broken equipment, recycle useful   
materials, and lend a hand with physically demanding tasks has been a tremendous asset to the Center. Fellow 
members appreciate not only his skills and work ethic, but also his friendly nature and sense of camaraderie. 
 

  
 
 

  

 

Jewelry Project Group 
 

 Jewelry Project Group is an ongoing,    
drop-in group which will continue indefinitely.   

Bring that project you’ve been meaning to finish 
or start a new one. You’ll enjoy the encouragement 
and company of a friendly group.   

 We meet on Mondays in the Card Room 

from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.   

 Contact Chris Straughan for more          
information 503-689-5436. 

 Volunteers like Charlie are an important 
part of what makes the Center special. His lifetime 
of  experience, practical skills, generosity, and 
willingness to help others continue to make a real 
difference. 
 
 Thank you, Charlie for your volunteer    
service, from all of us at SSS. 

Election 
 

Ballots will be direct mailed to all current members in 
good standing (members with paid memberships as of 
June 30, 2026). Each member will receive their own 
ballot.  Deadline to return ballots will be Monday, 
August 17, 2026. Election results will be announced 
at the Wednesday, August 19 Membership Meeting. 
Members please plan to attend for the installation of 
new Officers and Directors and your acceptance of 
them at this event. 
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South Salem Seniors, Inc.    JULY Weekly Activities  New Hours 10:00 AM - 1:50 PM 

DAY DATE TIME ACTIVITY Person In Charge ROOM 

Mon   10:00-1:50 Single Deck Pinochle Pat Jones Craft Room 

    10:00-11:00 Energize with Linnea Linnea Saris South Hall 

    10:00-12:00 Jewelry Making  Lorna Motte Card Room 

    12:00-1:00 English for Chinese Speaking Members Rick Saul South Hall 

    12:00-1:50 Jam Session Steve Yant North Hall 

    12:00-1:50 Needle Crafts Claudia Roberts Card Room 

Tue   10:00-1:00 China Painting/Arts Muriel Sweringen Craft Room 

    11:00-12:00 Osteo Dance Lynn Albright South Hall 

    10:00-1:50 Bridge Lael Poe Card Room 

    11:30-1:50 Cribbage Sharon Langeberg North Hall 

    1:00-1:50 Line Dance Linda Richison South Hall 

  7/14 11:00-1:30 AARP Driving (Part 1 of 3 Parts) AARP Meeting Room 

3rd Tues 7/21 12:00-1:50 Garden Club  Sandy Santyoyo North Hall 

Wed   10:00-11:30 Life Story/Writers’ Group Velma Hampson Card Room 

    10:00-12:00 Chess   North Hall 

    11:00-12:50 Chinese Dance Qi Yenong South Hall 

    11:30-1:50 Rummikub   Card Room 

    1:00-1:50 Chair Yoga Exercise  Amy Dalton South Hall 

1st Wed 7/1 10:00-12:00 Card Making Class  Vanessa Zhong Craft Room 

1st Wed 7/1 12:30-1:50 Dementia Caregiver Support Group Matt Russell Craft Room 

2nd Wed 7/8 11:30-1:50 Card Making Group  Joan Crowley Craft Room 

2nd Wed 7/8 10:30-12:00 Board Meeting  SSS Board TBD 

3rd Wed 7/15 10:30-11:30 Birthday Celebrations SSS Lobby 

  7/15 11:00-1:30 AARP Driving (Part 2 of 3 Parts) AARP Meeting Room 

3rd Wed 7/15 11:30-1:00 Book Group  Mary McFarland Craft Room 

Wed 7/22 10:00 - 12:00 Medicaid Seminar Austin Wilholft, Esq Meeting Room 

Thr 7/2 10:00-1:50 America 250th Birthday Celebration SSS Lobby 

    10:00-11:00 Tai Chi/Yoga Flow Amy Dalton South Hall 

    10:00-1:50 Hand & Foot Canasta Marlene Couser Card Room 

    10:00-1:50 Scrabble   Card Room 

    12:00-1:50 Drop-In Art & Crafts Studio   Craft Room 

  7/16 11:00-1:30 AARP Driving (Part 3 of 3 Parts) AARP Meeting Room 

Fri   10:00-1:50 Quilting Group Laurene Brousseau Craft Room 

    10:00-11:30 Stretching Exercise    Amy Dalton South Hall 

    10:00-1:50 Mexican Train   Card Room 

    10:00-1:50 Mahjong Louise Keubker Card Room 

    10:00-1:50 Double Deck Pinochle Dave Thorason Card Room 

    12:00-1:50 Chinese Dance Qi Yenong South Hall 

  7/10 12:00-1:30 Life’s Journey Women's Group Sylvia Machado Meeting Rm 

M-F   10:00-2:00 Billards / Pool Table Arturo Guillen Book Room 

      Special events are shown in this color     

  Unless otherwise noted, activities are offered each weekday on the above schedule 
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Call for Volunteers at South Salem Seniors 
 

We have an URGENT need for volunteer staffing.  As we are a volunteer member supported           
organization by virtue of our initial charter and application for non-profit status, we do not utilize any paid 
staffing to manage our operational needs. Secondly, we do not have sufficient cash flow to sponsor paid     
positions. If we did go in the direction of paid staffing, our overhead costs would require us to charge         
substantially more for membership fees – not something current members would desire.  

If those attending the facility that take advantage of our program activities, we do need your            
participation in volunteering to balance out what is offered. The alternative is reduction of operating hours 
and / or activities. 
 Volunteers are needed in any of the following areas: 
 Officers and Directors: elections are coming up and two vacancies are still unfilled for Treasurer and 
Secretary These are very important roles to manage our governance of the organization and interface with 
members. 
 Business Office & Front Desk: this includes office reception, Treasurer (we use QuickBooks) and 
Finance Committee. High variety of support that varies from communications with members to supporting all 
aspects of reporting our financial results.  
 Retail Operations: Nifty Thrifty, Gift Shop and Bookstore– includes receiving donated products, 
evaluating salability, pricing and attending to staffing for public sales. We also hold two semi-annual 
“Rummage Sales” as fundraising events. 
 Maintenance & Recycling: this includes building and grounds maintenance, any delivery of donated 
products, recycling materials such as metals from products salvaged for scrap. 
 Newsletter: Monthly publication to inform members of upcoming events and activities. Support   
needed for editorial publication currently with using MS Publisher as well as keeping team of volunteers to 
preparing the newsletter for bulk mailing to members. 
 Program Activities: always needed additional support for organizing activities of interest, new events, 
and member involvement. 
 Community Events: important service areas such as AARP Drivers Education, AARP Tax Aid Pro-
gram, Marion/Polk Food Share, Membership Meeting Speakers, etc. 
 Internal Events: such as Craft Fair, Potlucks, Cooking Classes and others can be supported with 
enough interested volunteers. 
 

 
 We have immediate staffing needs for Front Office Reception for opening and closing the building and 
managing the retail cash receipts for operations with staff training available.  We also need staffing to support 
Treasurer, Office Manager and Newsletter Editor - training is available, but helpful to have background with a 
financial accounting application (we use QuickBooks), and MS Excel, Word and for the Newsletter MS Pub-
lisher or comparable technical skills. Other positions require willingness to serve. 
 
 Members please consider supporting operations in any of the above areas or if there are other skills 
and knowledge you would like to offer, please contact any of the officers or staff.  It is vital to have member 
volunteer staffing to sustain operations moving forward. 
 

 
Please provide your Name:   ____________________________  Phone Number _____________________ 
 
Area of Volunteer Support:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Respond by  July 15, 2026 so we may make placement and schedule training. 
 

Sincerely,  Laurene Brousseau Office Manager and Past President. 



Volume 45 Issue 7, Page 5  July 2026      

         

 

South Salem Seniors, Inc. 
Mail :  PO Box 3094   Salem OR 97302 
Located at:   6450 Fairway Avenue SE 

Salem, OR 97306 
503-588-0748 

www.southsalemseniors.org 
President’s Email:  ssscoffice@comcast.net 
Treasurer’s Email:  sssoffice@comcast.net 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
President:  Sylvia Machado Director 1 YR Roger Corrado 
Vice President: Gina Arnold Director 1 YR Judy Tennant 
Treasurer: Karen Sloan   
Secretary: Pam Panther Director 2 YR                       Renata Pilotto  
Office Manager: Laurene Brousseau Director 2 YR Yvonne Corzilius 

 

Member Meeting Notice: 
July: 
Board Meeting July 8     10:30 am 
Birthday Celebration July 15   10:30 am 
  

August: 
Board Meeting Aug 12 10:30 am  
Membership Meeting & Aug 19 10:30 am 
    Officer Installation 
 
 

Editor    Arturo Guillen 
Assist. Ed. Laurene Brousseau 
Advertising       Karen Sloan 

 

 

Garden Club 
 
 Hello everyone! Our summer hours for July 
and August will be 12:30 to 1:50 pm.  Since I’m    
looking at a potential bumper crop of veggies and fruit 
from my garden I’m curious if our members might 
have any special ideas or recipes for all that produce to 
share with the group. Maybe we could make copies for 
any one interested in trying something new.   
 Rose and I look forward to seeing you at our 
next meeting on July 21 in the Meeting Room. 
 
 Questions or suggestions, call us.   

Sandy 503-851-8250 or Rose 503-581-4632 

Nifty Thrifty, Gift Shoppe, Bookstore 
 
 Our hours for retail operations and receiving 
donations will remain the same at 10 am to 2 pm,    
Monday through Friday. 
 We have Summer specials, so please visit and 
view the sales we have. 
 We appreciate receiving donations, products 
must be clean and usable for resale. Please contact 
SSS for what is acceptable.  
 We do need additional staffing to assist with 
organizing products, pricing, serving the public.   

 
Please inquire with any of the following:      

Coordinators: Alta Gardner, Renata Pilotto and 
Louise Kuebker 

 

Quilting and Sewing 
 We welcome any interested member to come 
participate with our Quilting and Sewing group. We 
meet Fridays with hours 10 am to 1:50 pm in the 
Craft Room.  
 We work on a variety of articles and sew for 
ourselves or for charitable giving. Thanks to those who 
have kindly made donations and contributions – they 
are very much appreciated. As our cupboards are now 
overflowing, please consider other charities for quilt-
ing fabric donations, unless it considers cotton quilt 
batting, which we can utilize. Donations must be 
clean. 
 Jayne has kindly put together pre-cut kits for 
making pillow cases. If you can sew a straight line and 
would like to try the “burrito” method of assembly, 
instructions are available. Finished pillow cases will 
either be donated to Salem Health or sold at next Fall 
Craft event as a fundraiser. 
 
Questions call the SSS Business Office 503-588-0748.  

mailto:ssscoffice@comcast.net
mailto:sssoffice@comcast.net
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Happy Birthday! 

Needlework Group News 

As the days get hotter, the Needlework Group 

looks forward to Mondays when we can come 

to the air-conditioned SSS center and meet with 

our friends to continue to be creative with our 

needlework items for the non-profits we donate 

to. On June 1, we donated lap robes and stuffed 

animals to a hospice facility. They are very   

appreciative of our donations to bring joy to 

their clients. It lets them know someone cares 

about them. We also have people who do      

embroidery, weaving and other needlecrafts. 

Come visit with us on Mon noon to 1:50 pm or 

on Wed if there is a holiday.  

Blessings, Claudia Roberts 

June Birthday Celebration 

 

 

Coffee Klutch 
 

 

Join us for a relaxed and friendly gathering twice a week: 
10 ;am n Mondays and Fridays—right here at the Center. 
This is a time to connect, share stories, and enjoy        
meaningful conversation about the topics that inspire and 
interest us in today’s world. Talk about current events, 
sports, etc. No agenda, no pressure—just good company 
and thoughtful discussion. Come as you are, enjoy a cup of 
coffee, and be part of the conversation. 
This informal “Coffee Klatch” is a place to connect,      
exchange ideas, and explore the topics that intrigue us  
during these ever-changing times. Come join us and be 
part of something special. Coffee only 50¢ per cup! 
Stay informed. Get involved. Make a new friend.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

 
 

 

Daniel Rideout 
Phyllis Baker 
Laurel Adams 
Tom Lawrence 
Robert Kroupa 
Tif Hutchison 
Rita Herlong 
Nancy Bulinski 
Eva Fox 

Nancy Thompson 
Mark Basse 
Jeanette Stoudenmeyer 
Robert Macaitis 
Janet Baker 
Susan Harman 
Victor Chamberlain 
Toni Rosenblad 
Robert Lauderdale 

New Members 
 
Please welcome new members joining SSS between 5/21 to 
6/17/2026.  Thank you for supporting our organization. 
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South Salem Seniors Newsletter  
 Monthly Publication 

Articles contained in SSS Newsletter reflect individual 
opinions and are not necessarily the Center’s opinion. 

Advertisements in the SSS Newsletter do not  
carry the endorsement or guarantee  

of this organization.  
 

Community Connections 

Virgil T. Golden Funeral Service                                            

 605 Commercial St. SE                                             

Salem, Oregon 97301 

503-364-2257                                       

www.vtgolden.com 
 

Your answer in time of need 

  for a life remembered,                                    

celebrated and cherished. 

 

Newsletter submissions: Please type set in Word /Excel, TimesNewRoman 12 pitch. Leave article off at the Front Desk, NL Editor  
or email to: arturojg@comcast.net and Submit by July 15 for the August 2026 newsletter. 
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If your membership expiration date or renewal date is highlighted in yellow, please renew to support SSS Center. 
Please advise the Business Office for any changes in address or status.  Thank You. 

 
You can receive your newsletter by mail, email or reading on the website: Call 503-588-0748 

South Salem Seniors, Inc. 
PO Box 3094 
Salem OR 97302 
 

Non-Profit                         
U S Postage                   

PAID                                
Salem Oregon 
 Permit No 41 

    
 
 

 

 

 South Salem Seniors’ Business Hours 
Monday – Friday     10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Nifty Thrifty and Gift Shop Hours 

Monday – Friday   10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

2026 AARP Driver Safety Classes 

Call Business Office 503-588-0748 to make reser-
vation to attend the session and hours.  

 
 
July              14, 15, 16 
August         11, 12, 13 
September    8 &   9 
October       13 & 14 
November     9 & 10 
December   8 &   9 
 

 

South Salem Senior, Inc. 
 
Membership Rates are as follows: 
 
Annual Membership or Renewal $25.00 / person 
 A lapse of 60 days puts your membership inactive. 
Renewal date is listed on newsletter address label and 
timely payment is appreciated.  
 
Lifetime Membership based on your age as follows: 
 
 Ages 50—64   $320.00 / person 
 Ages 65—74   $206.00 / person 
 Ages 75 and older  $100.00 / person 
 
You must have an active membership to qualify for 
voting and participate in using the facility. 
 
Above rates were made effective September 1, 2025. 
 


